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JOURNAL OF COL. JAMES GORDON. 

{Continued from page 205.) 

1761. New Year's Day. 

Mr. Hunt, Dr. Robertson, his wife & her sister Nancy dined 
here. 

6. Went on board the New Englandman, Mr. Criswell with 
me — bought molasses, sugar &e, on pretty good terms. 

Jan. 11. Sunday. At home reading to the people. 

14. My wife rode out with me to the Bank & Ship-landing 
after dinner. 

17. Sent to see how Mr. Chichester was. Scipio returned with 
his letter & will enclosed & an account of his poor state of health. 
May the Lord enable him to bear up under his great trials ! 

18. Went with my wife, children & family to meeting. Mr. 
Hunt gave us a fine sermon. Though it was very cold there 
were a great many hearers. No company but the New Engd. 
Capt. Allen. 

22. This day received an invoice of a large parcel of goods 
from London. 

26. Mrs. Chin departed this life last Friday night. I heard 
to-day that Col. Conway has given notice to have a jury on her 
before she is buried, for it is reported her husband was the occa- 
sion of her death by beating & abusing her. Lord, how are the 
hearts of men corrupted when devoid of thy grace ! 0, preserve 
us from the many & great evils that surround us, & make reli- 
gion & virtue flourish & increase among us. 

27. My wife went with me to the Mill, & had the satisfaction 
to see her grind pretty good meal. We are hopeful she will 
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have good custom, for the neighbors as well as myself are quite 
tired with the usage we have had at Col. Selden's Mill. 

February 1. Went to meeting with my wife & Capt. Loxham & 
family. No company came home with us. 

2. Signed writings with Barbee Davis to keep store for me. 
Tobacco, I believe, will be dearer than last year. A few goods 
arrived to me from Liverpool. 

3. Eeading the life of Math. Henry. 

5. Capt. Thornton of London came & stayed all night. 

11. Armistead Churchill & Judith came at night on their way 
to Northd. 

20. Went to Court, where Mr. Carter, Mr. Heal & Mr. Mitchell 
set up for Burgesses, treated the people very freely — those are 
now taken by the hand & treated, that are passed by at other 
times. 

22. Mr. Hunt gave us a fine sermon from Mark 16:16. 

March 1. Went to meeting with my wife & family. Mr. Hunt 
preached on Family Prayer. No company. 

2. Mr. Hunt came soon after breakfast & Capt. Thornton, 
Capt. Foushee & his wife, Col. Tayloe & Armistead Churchill 
after dinner, so that we had our house full. 

3. So much company I can't do any business. 

4. All the company went away after dinner. 

6. Finished weighing the pork — sent Mrs. Conway & my 
brother part of it. 

8. As Mr. Hunt was to preach in Northd. & the weather being 
bad, we stayed at home. I bless God I found much comfort in 
reading Marshall, Dodridge & Wesley. Two travellers to the 
NorVard came in the evening for quarters which we granted 
them. 

11. Maj. Campbell here; he bled Jamey, who is in a very bad 
state of health. 

March 12. Heard the disagreeable news of the death of the 
Eev. Samuel Davies. Never was a man in America, I imagine, 
more lamented. The Christian, the gentleman & the scholar 
appeared conspicuous in him. Virginia, & even Lancaster has, I 
hope, great reason to bless God for sending him among us. But 
He that sent him can send another, & his labors be attended with 
as much success. 

19. The Militia was called out to proclaim King George III, 
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which was done in pretty good order. The officers joined & gave 
the men 50 or 60 gals, of punch. 

25. Our overseer, Mr. Boatman, came with the news of the 
"Welcome," Capt. Coperthwaite, being arrived in Corotoman, 
consigned to me. 

29. Went to meeting with my wife & family & company — viz. 
my brother, Mr. Wormley, his wife & daughter, Mr. Boyd, his 
wife & daughter, & Capt. Coperthwaite. All came back, & Mr. 
Hunt & Dr. Bobertson & his wife. (A large company!) 

30. Our company all went away. 

April 1. Armistead Churchill & his wife, Bichd. Span & his 
wife & child came here. 

3. Our company still with us, with the addition of Mr. Worm- 
ley, his wife & daughter, which is rather troublesome at this 
time. 

4. It blowed so hard that our Company could not get over the 
river. 

5. Our company all went off, tho' we insisted upon their stay- 
ing till to-morrow. My wife went with them to Northd. meeting, 
where we had a fine sermon from Mr. Hunt. 

11. Sent for the mate & carpenter of the "Welcome" to dine 
with us. 

12. Went with my wife & family to meeting to hear Mr. Hunt's 
farewell sermon. We signed a call for him. 

April 18. Got clear of all our company, then went with my 
wife to see poor Mr. Chichester. 

26. At home with my family. Capt. Crosthwaite with me. A 
comfortable day, thanks be to God, whose mercy endureth for- 
ever. 

30. Went with my wife & Betty to the store. Then went to 
Col. Selden's to dinner. Coming back the horse ran down the 
hill with us. We had but one horse in the chair & I drove myself, 
so that we were much surprised. But it pleased God to enable 
me to get him turned round & up the hill so that he stopped. 
God, give us grace to be thankful for this deliverance, which 
indeed was very great, to my dear wife & little tender infant, as 
well as to myself. 

May 3. This day Col. Selden read a sermon in the meeting- 
house, & John Mitchell prayed. 



220 William and Mary College Quarterly. 

May 7. My brother & sister & children with Mr. Spann & 
child came here late in the evening. 

11. No company, which is surprising. 

13. Mr. Wm. Churchill, his wife and five children came, & Mrs. 
Carter & her son & Miss Judith Bassett. 

15. The company all here yet. 

16. Mr. Carter & Mr. Churchill and their families went away. 

17. Went to meeting with my wife & sister Gordon. Col. 
Selden read a sermon & Mr. Mitchell prayed. 

23. Writing letters for Whitehaven. 

24. Went to meeting. Mr. Criswell prayed & read a very good 
sermon. 

27. My brother came & let us know that he bought the Brig 
that was put ashore on Smith's Point. 

29. The "Welcome," Capt. Crosthwaite went down to Coroto- 
man this day with a good wind; sent some help to raise the 
Northd. meeting House, as Mr. Smither intends getting it up 
to-morrow. 

May 30. Completed my letters & sealed them up for the 
Welcome that lies now off in Eapahanock. 

31. Jamey very unwell. Was blooded yesterday & took a vomit. 
Went with my wife to meeting. Mr. Criswell read a very fine ser- 
mon of Mr. Wesley's, & sung & prayed. 

June 9. Yesterday received an account of our goods being ar- 
rived from London. Sent Barbee off to Williamsburg to meet 
Col. Harrison to get money from him. 

11. At home, bottling my lime water. 

13. Barbee returned from Williamsburg where he had rec'd 
for John Fitzhugh on Col. Harrison's acct £700 for me; two 
Guinea men arrived in New York. 

14. Jamey has a crick in his neck, which is very uneasy to 
him. Our pleasant hours are very few in this life. Lord, 
prepare us for the next, where true pleasures are only found. 

15. Guinea man came in with about 140 slaves. 

19. The negroes sell very high, 63 pds at Hobbs Hole. 

26. Went to Col. Selden's about a glebe for Mr. Hunt, but 
Col. Selden c'd not get the bargain completed. 

29. Began to reap wheat & rye — had 12 or 14 reapers. 

July 1. Went to the C. H. Store, to Col. Conway's &c. In the 
road coming home there seemed to be an impression made on 
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me in respect to Mr. Hunt's behavior. May the Lord direct me 
in this critical affair. 

5. Barbee Davis' wife is dead. 

6. Went to see Barbee, who seems in great grief. I stayed with 
him two hours, & talked to him in the best manner I could. 0, 
may we all be prepared for the awful change that awaits us ! 

July 7. Taken after dinner with a pain in my right foot — I'm 
afraid too much like the gout, from which I pray the Lord 
deliver me ! But his will be done. 

9. 1 return God thanks that the pain in my foot is much better. 
We are now burning a brick-kiln. 

12. Went with my wife, Jamey & Mr. Criswell to the upper 
meeting. Mr. Hunt preached from Matt. 7 : 20. 

17. Went to our Court with Capt. Petigrew. Talked about Mr. 
Hunt with Dr. Bobertson. No company. 

19. Nancy has been sick this two or three days past with ague 
& fever. 

22. My wife went to see Nancy, who is still very ill. Venus 
very ill with a pleurisy. 

24. Past day — went to meeting — when we returned found my 
brother at our house, & in the eveg. Mr. C. & Nancy came & Mr. 
Hunt & Dr. Bobertson & his wife, so that our house was pretty 
full. 

26. Went to the Lord's Supper. I bless God this has been a 
comfortable day. About 20 new communicants & 50 old ones. 

28. My brother & Judith Churchill went over the river in our 
boat. Sent Mr. Boyd & his daughter home in our chair. Mrs. 
Wright here with Miss Sally Lee & Penny Waddy. 

29. Went to Col. Selden's to visit Mr. Hunt & to let him know 
that there are several subscribers to our meetings who do not 
like some of his proceedings, & seem to prefer Mr. Caldwell. We 
had much conversation with freeness on both sides — but with 
great uneasiness to him. 

Aug. 2. Dined at Col. Selden's & had much conversation about 
Mr. Hunt. 

3. Hanah Crump came here. 

4. Mr. Hunt came late last night & stayed all day with us. In 
the eveg. he called me out & had much conversation about receiv- 
ing him as our minister. It seemed to give him great uneasiness, 
which gave me much concern, but he does not seem fit for us in 
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my opinion ; tho' most of our great men are very forward to have 
him settled. This affair has given me great uneasiness, but I 
trust in the Lord to provide a minister for us, a true Pastor of 
Jesus Christ ! 

Aug. 7. Yesterday Mr. Criswell wrote to Mr. Tod about Mr. 
Waddell. Our apples begin to drop fast now. 

9. Mr. Spann, his wife & child are sick, & several of their 
family. Mr. Hunt gave notice for the subscribers to the meet- 
ing house to meet next Wednesy. to consider such matters as 
will be then proposed. This I don't approve. I'm afraid it 
will expose both himself & religion ; as we don't seem unanimous 
for him. I pray the Lord, who orders all things, to direct us in 
our duty ! 

10. 1 went for some of the neighbors, viz. : Dale & Thos. Carter, 
John Mitchell &c, & after we got breakfast I told Mr. Hunt I 
had done this, which I hoped he w'd not take amiss, being in my 
own house, just to let him see that I am not the only person that 
desires a longer trial of him, & likewise to hear Mr. Waddell — 
that the more I thought about him, the more I thought it was 
necessary to be careful in the choice of a minister, that those 
who are most ready in receiving a minister may be the most ready 
to despise him & religion too ; that a minister sh'd like a people 
who are rather nice in these affairs; besides it might be a matter 
of conscience with us to desire to hear others; we had not only 
ourselves to please but our families & our nieghbors who de- 
pended upon us; that the objections we had to him we kept to 
ourselves, & did not consult with others, to expose him & re- 
ligion, &c. He answered he could not be kept in suspense, there- 
fore he must leave us, if we w'd not accept of him now. 

August 11. Mr. Hunt here & old Mr. Joe Carter to dinner. 
I'm not very well, am afraid of the fever & ague. Had much 
discourse with old Mr. C. & gave him a book to read. 

12. Went with Mr. Hunt in our chair to the meeting house, to 
meet the subscribers. Nothing done to what was expected. Mr. 
Hunt will not stay except we are unanimous. No high debates 
among us. 

13. Sowed our last patch of turnips. Writing to send by the 
Friendship. 

16. As there was no sermon at either of the meeting houses 
(Mr. Hunt preached in Westmoreland) I stayed at home examin- 
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ing my family & instructing them as far as I was able. Several 
strange negroes came to Mr. Criswell to be instructed, in which, 
he takes great pains. 

17. Sent for Col. Tayloe to dinner. I talked to him about the 
state of his soul, which he seems to take very friendly, & promised 
to come & stay all night with us soon. 

19. Mr. Hunt dined with us. No mention about our decision. 

21. Potter, the tailor, found guilty of using the cloth he had to 
make up. 

24. Met with Col. Selden — had much conversation, & a great 
deal to my satisfaction, about our minister. 

28. Sent letters to Whitehaven by the "Dove." 

30. Went to meeting with my wife & family. Mr. Hunt, by his 
text, gave some of us uneasiness — 2 Peter 2 : 8, but his sermon 
was not according to what we expected. He bid us farewell, & 
gave notice that there is a prospect of Mr. Todd or Mr. Waddell 
preaching the Lord's day after next, which seemed to make the 
people pretty easy that were displeased about his going away. He 
will leave us in great confusion, but the Lord is able to quiet & 
calm us again, which I hope He will do in His own good time. I 
am very much reflected on — in short the whole of Mr. Hunt's 
going away is laid upon me, but I trust that God will give me 
the strength to bear up under such a trial. 

31. Writing to Mr. Todd as we proposed & send Mr. Mitchell 
off to-morrow to get him to come & quiet us, & make up the 
difference among us. I have reason to think Mr. Hunt will 
endeavor to stop his coming, as well as Mr. Waddel's. Waited 
at home for Mr. Hunt's eomiDg to bid us farewell, but he did not 
come. 

September 3. Mr. Hunt bid us farewell. We talked a great 
deal, but I still insisted on hearing Mr. Waddel & that Mr. Tod 
sh'd come & calm the differences among us. 

6. Went with my wife to White Chapel Ch. It really seems 
mispending the Lord's Day to go to Church to hear such ser- 
mons as are preached there. 

9. A very busy day with me. J. Mitchell returned from Mr. 
Todd with a letter for me & one for Mr. Hunt. I have the pleas- 
ure to know that Mr. Todd approves of all our conduct in respect 
to Mr. Hunt, & greatly condemns those that oppose us. Mr. 
Todd & Mr. Waddell are both expected the 25th of next month. 
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Great reflection about Mr. C 11 — that gives Col. Selden great 

uneasiness. Blessed be God for directing us in this critical 
affair! for it has appeared a very dangerous affair & so few to 
assist me. But I trust God is my strength so that I may not fear 
what man can do unto me. 

11. Had a long conversation with Mrs. Selden about Mr. Hunt* 
who seems now pretty well reconciled, & so is Col. Selden, so that, 
I hope Mr. WaddePs way may be clear to him. 

17. No company but my sister. 

20. Sunday. Blessed be God, we have comfortable books to- 
read, as we have little or no instruction at Church. 

21. Went with my wife & sister Gordon to Mr. Chichester's. 
Mr. C. kilning bricks. Two ships came in to-day. 

22. Making out lottery scheme to raise £300 for our meeting 
house. 

24. Began to sow wheat under the hill. 

25. Our family are all well, which I think remarkable at this- 
season of the year. 

27. Sunday. At home reading & examining my family. 

28. Agreed with John Norris to have his negro Tom for Miller. 
October 1. Dr. Criswell very ill at Capt. Foushee's. 

2. Mr. Criswell went off early to see his cousin, the Dr. . 

3. Went to the mill & found Nbrris's Tom, miller — who I 
seem to like very well. Went to Shelton's Creek to see the seine 
drawn, when my horse threw me. I rec'd but little hurt. > 
how kind has God been to me, even in this accident ! & how unde- 
serving of such favors I am! 

5. Set off about 9 o'c with my wife in our boat to Urbana 
Court, where I was summoned by Capt. Bog in his cause with 
Mercer— the trial did not come off. This little town seems to 
have great wickedness abounding in it. 

7. Went out with my brother to see his farm, which is very 
well managed. Bode out to the top of the hill to Dilard's, a 
pleasant situation which my brother thinks of buying. After 
dinner, went over the Creek to Mr. Wormley's to see the brick- 
layers about Mr. Chichester. 

10. Went to the Mill — found the miller Tom very unwell; he 
is afraid Sambo has poisoned him. 

12. John Mitchell came to cut out the negroes' clothes. 

13. Went to Wmsg. to see Barbee, who has been very ill. Got 
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there after some difficulty in crossing the river. Stayed with him 
about two hours. 

14. Went with Col. Tayloe & Mr. Dale Carter to Mr. Chichester 
to get his English papers ready to send to Wmsg. to have the 
Govr's. certificate & seal of the Colony. 

15. Miss Betty Smith here, & behaved very ill when we went to 
Prayers. What varieties there are of the human race ! 

19. My wife went to see poor Mrs. Leland who lies very ill. 
Nancy & Molly Garlington dined here. 

21. Went to Mr. DeForest's which we have bought for a glebe 
for our Minister. 0, may God send us one after his own heart ! 

22. Went to meeting with my wife, where we had the great 
comfort of hearing our dear friend, Mr. Todd, from Luke 13 : 24. 
We have reason to expect Mr. Waddel, but not before Xmas, he 
being gone to the Nor'ward. Blessed be God for sending Mr. 
Todd & giving us such a prospect of Mr. Waddel who has a 
great character in the divine life. 

28. Went with my wife to the upper meeting, where we heard a 
fine discourse. 

30. Mr. Todd preached. 

November 1. The Lord's supper this day administered. Mr. 
Todd gave us a most instructive sermon. I never heard a ser- 
mon, but one from Mr. Davies, with more delight. that the 
Lord w'd be pleased to send us a minister with as much piety as 
Mr. Todd! About 70 at the table, black & white. 0, what 
reason we have to bless God for these opportunities ! Lord, 
give us grace to make a right use of them. 

4. There are few of our negroes but are sick to-day with colds, 
or rather, pleurisies — 12 or 13 laid up. 

November 8. Went with my wife to Mrs. Tayloe's funeral. 

9. Capt. Walters from Somerset, Md, sent for money to buy an 
anchor, as he had lost his in the Bay these last hard gales of 
wind. 

11. My wife & I went to see poor Mrs. Leland. She seems to 
be preparing as well as she can for death. 

14. Went to see Peter Miller, who is very ill. Venus very sick. 

15. At home — reading & instructing my family. 

16. Eobin, a negro fellow at Belfield's dangerously ill. The 
overseer sent here for medicines for him while I was at the 
Vestry. 
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19. More unwell than I have been these several days. Sent for 
Col. Tayloe who bled me very well. 

20. Dick Neal from Belfield's came to let me know that Kobin, 
the negro fellow, is dead. 

23. Went down to Tom Davis; he is very ill. The neighbour- 
hood continues very sickly. Wm. Hill died last night & Nancy 
Eeding yesterday. Lord, prepare each of us for death ! 

30. Went with my wife & family to White Chapel Church to 
hear Mr. Currie preach Mrs. Tayloe's funeral sermon, which 
was but a superficial discourse. He don't touch upon real reli- 
gion. 

December 2. Capt. Brown from London went past here, & fired 
off at this house five guns. 

6. Went with my wife & family to meeting in hopes we sh'd 
hear Mr. Waddel, but he did not come. Mr. Criswell read a ser- 
mon & prayed greatly to my satisfaction. We are uneasy about 
Mr. W's not coming, but we ought to submit to the all-knowing 
God, who orders all according to His wisdom & goodness. 

7. 8. 9. Confined to the house by a purging. Took some rhu- 
barb that did me service. 

12. Such a pain in my foot & ankle last night that I got little 
or no sleep. 

December 13. No news of Mr. Waddel. 

17. Mr. Criswell set off this morning to see about Mr. Waddell. 
I detained him from setting off yesterday, expecting to send the 
lottery-tickets with him to Mr. Todd's, &c. 

24. Mr. Criswell got home. Mr. Waddel is not returned to 
Virginia, nor no account of him. Therefore we must exercise 
our patience longer. 

Xmas Day. Col. Tayloe, Bridges, Betty Hunt & Mrs. Doget's 
three girls dined with us. 

26. Sent for several of the neighbors to dine with us — Col. 
Tayloe, Dale Carter, Thos. Carter & many of the girls of the 
neighbourhood. All very agreeable. 

28. The creek frozen almost across. Went to see Jos. Parish, 
who is in prison bounds — gave him 15/ towards his relief; the 
debt is but about 46/. A large ship is come to off our house 
about 11 o'c. 

31. My dear little Betty unwell. 
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1762. New Year's Day. 

I thank God my dear little child is much better. Agreed for 
two negroes. We had a large company. 

6. Twelfth Day. Mrs. Conway & her children, Col. Tayloe & 
Dale Carter at dinner — stayed all night. 

8. Got all our corn husked. 

9. At home getting the lottery tickets in order & sending them 
to several of the managers. 

11. Went on board the Russia Merchant, Capt. Carnaby. 
There are five or six ships more arrived from Loudon & one from 
Glasgow. 

13. Molly Garlington here. 

15. Sold 26 tickets, tho' there are both open & hidden enemies 
to our lottery. Indeed I observe a coldness in those that w'd 
make us believe they are friends, but I trust the Lord will sup- 
port & direct us for his own glory. 

January 24.' Sunday. These silent Sabbaths are matters of 
great complaint among us. We long for a faithful Pastor. 

Lord, have compassion on us. 

31. At home with my family. Molly said all the Shorter Cate- 
chism, Jarhey 56 of the Larger, & Molly Hening 106. 

Feb. 4. Eec'd a letter from Col. Harrison, which gave me 
some uneasiness about our account. But while we are in this 
life we shall have trouble. I wrote to him & sent it over to Mr. 
Ben Grymes at Brandon. 

Feb. 7. Capt. Jackson, his daughter & son came at night. 
This we don't like, but can't fly from it. (Sunday.) 

16. Molly Garlington here. 

17. My brother has bought Mr. Jordan's house & plantation 
for £1100 which I think a very good bargain. 

23. Shrove Tuesday. Went to the school with my wife, who 
treated the children with pan-cakes & cider. 

24. This night Frank, a daughter of Betsy & old Jack, died. 
A few hours before, she told her mother she was dying & hoped 
to see her in heaven. 

28. Had much conversation with Hubbard's Dick, whose piety 

1 have a great opinion of. 

March 4th. Col. Selden & I signed a letter to Mr. Waddel & I 
wrote to Mr. Todd & delivered all to Mr. Mitchell, who intends. 
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God willing, to set off in the morning in search of Mr. 
Waddel. 

7. Sunday. At home. 0, what a comfort it would be c'd we 
hear the gospel preached in its purity. 

13. Jno. Mitchell came with letters from Mr. Todd, which con- 
tained bad news. No word of Mr. Waddel, & 120 of our lottery 
tickets lost that Mr. Todd sent up the country. 

20. Mr. Chichester sent to me about a difference between him 
& Capt. Armistead. We got it made up, & they agreed to live in 
friendship, which may the Lord grant. 

24. This night Sally Carter died — Dale's daughter. 

28. Poor little Betty very sick last night — Molly not much 
better. 

April 1. Went up with my wife & three children to the Ct. 
House, where we met Mrs. Carter on her way up to Col. Carter's 
to John Champ's wedding. Col. Selden is desirous of re-calling 
Mr. Hunt, but I can't agree to it. 

3. Mr. Criswell set off for Presbytery. Col. Selden c'd not go, 
his son being dangerously ill. 

5. Mr. Penny set to work in the Smith's shop. 

10. Mr. Criswell returned & brought us the comfortable news 
that Mr. Waddel intends to visit us the Sabbath after next. Mr. 
Criswell has conducted this affair with great prudence & judg- 
ment. Thanks be to God for this delightful prospect. 

13. Went early to Mr. Chichester's land near Fairfield Church. 
Mr. Bell surveyed it. I was much fatigued attending the sur- 
veying. 

16. Heard the comfortable news that Mr. Waddel was arrived 
at Col. Selden's. Mrs. Miller came to-day to wait on my wife. 

18. May the Lord be praised, I at last have had the comfort 
of going with my family to meeting, where Mr. Waddel per- 
formed to admiration! and to a very great number of people.. 
I'm not the least doubtful that he will give general satisfaction. 
He came home with us. 

19. Mr. Waddel & I went to see Mrs. Hill, who is very sick. 
Mr. W. spoke to her & prayed with her — much to my satis- 
faction. 

20. Went with Mr. Waddel to Dale Carter's burial. Mr. W. 
prayed, read & gave us a fine exhortation, much to the satisfac- 
tion of all present. 
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22. Mr. Waddel went with Mr. Cr. to school. 

April 23. Mr. Waddel went to visit Wm. Eawson who is in a 
very poor state of health. A large ship went past to-day up the 
river. 

24. Went with Mr. Waddel & Mr. Criswell & Dr. Criswell to 
draw the seine. Had good diversion. 

25. Went to the upper meeting, Mr. Waddel gave us two ex- 
cellent sermons. The people seem much delighted with him. 

26. Mrs. Whale departed this life, upward of 83 or 84 y'rs of 
age. 

27. My wife has been much disordered to-day, & in the night I 
have been much perplexed with the tooth, but I bless God, both 
better in the morn'g. 

29. We went to Mr. Thos. Carter's to Mrs. Whale's funeral, 
where Mr. Waddel preached an excellent sermon to a large num- 
ber of people, who seemed much pleased. The Lord has been 
unspeakably kind in sending him among us. 

May 2. Eained most all day. Went to meeting, where I was 
surprised to see so many people such weather, which is a strong 
proof how well they approve Mr. Waddel. 

4. Met Mr. Woodrow, Mr. McKitriek & Mr. Johnson at the 
ware-house. They all called with me & drank a bowl of punch — 
w'd not stay to dinner. 

6. This morning my dear wife was happily delivered of a 
daughter & both as well as can be expected. 

8. Went to see Mr. Chichester's new house raised — dined there ; 
soon after I got home some splinter got into my eye, which very 
much tormented me. My wife has a fever. 

9. Blessed be God I rested pretty well, though I c'd not get the 
splinter out of my eye till almost 2 o'c. Molly Hening looked 
in my eye & saw it & got it out by my wife's directions. What a 
small thing disorders our whole frame ! My dear wife I think is 
better. 

May 11. Sent Mrs. Miller home. My dear wife recovers very 
slowly. 

12. This has been a day of great sorrow. My dear wife was 
taken very ill with an ague & then a high fever, which to me 
seemed very terrifying for several hours, but she recovered very 
much in the eve'g. Likewise heard of my dear daughter Chi- 
chester being very ill. These alarms, with the trouble of recover- 
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ing some goods from Mr. Hartley, gave me much confusion. 
Blessed be God for the relief he has afforded me, a poor weak 
worm, that can stand scarce any affliction, even from the hand 
of so good a God. 

13. My wife continues to recover — sat up to-day. Sent Wm. 
Boatman to Smith's outcry to buy sheer; — & got nothing. 

15. Mr. Waddel gave us two fine sermons to a vast number of 
people. He is so universally liked that the people flock to hear 
him. 

19. My poor wife taken with a chill & a high fever. 

20. My brother, sister & two youngest children came. My 
brother much out of order by the tooth-ache & a cut in his head, 
which misfortune happened to him last week by one Thos. Wil- 
liams about the sale of some negroes. 

23. Went with my brother to the upper meeting. My bro. 
much taken with Mr. Waddel's preaching. Sent Scipio after 
Mr. Waddel's horse that ran away. 

27. Sent up the new mill-stones to our saw-mill. 

29. Mr. Chichester & Nancy here. It gives us great comfort 
to have the happiness of seeing Mr. C. here once more. 

May 30. This day a call was signed for Mr. Waddel. 

31. Mr. Waddel & Mr. Chichester were blooded by Col. Tayloe 
who came here to dinner. 

June 4. Went to meeting. Had the comfort of Mr. Todd's 
presence — but Mr. Waddel preached — a delightful sermon. Both 
ministers came home with us. 

5. This day Mr. Todd preached. A great deal of company 
came home with us, as our little child Sally was this day bap- 
tized by Mr. Todd. 

6. This day the Lord's Supper was administered to about 103 
communicants & a very crowded house. We had two comfortable 
sermons by Mr. Todd & Mr. Waddell. 

7. I offered Mr. Waddel the call, but he would not accept of 
it. But he promised to return to us. May the gracious God 
grant us that comfort. Mr. Boyd has acted a double part. 0, 
the corruption of man is great ! He & Dr. Kobertson w^ not sign 
the call, which has given our dear Mr. Waddel some concern. 

10. Col. Selden, his wife & sister, with my wife, went to the 
ferry-point on our way to see Carter's schooner launched, but all 
turned but Col. S. & myself. 
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15. Sent our boat & five hands for Mr. Peter Taylor to Urbana. 
17. This morning Mr. Taylor went up the country with three 
of our horses & Scipio. 

20. Sunday. At home with my family. No company. 

21. Capt. Kendall of the "Elizabeth" from Whitehaven came 
here with letters & invoice from Youart & Bowes & acquainted 
me that he was taken by a French Privateer off Newfoundland, 
& had their fine cargo plundered, that they were bringing in to 
my address, about £1700. They took out of the vessel about 
£1100 & then agreed with Capt. K. for £300 ransom for the 
vessel & the rest of the cargo. This affair will give me much 
trouble, as the vessel & remainder of the cargo must be sold on 
account of the Insurers. 

June 23. Went to Mr. Tapscot's — stayed all night. 

24. Mr. T. came with me to Mr. Chichester's before breakfast. 
When I got to Lowry ferry, Capt. Ganrith's flat was awaiting for 
me, about orders for Tobacco. Ordered them 10 hhds. Capt. 
Thornton's flat was likewise waiting with my goods. I dis- 
patched both. 

27. At home, my family. A comfortable day I had, in read- 
ing good authors that the Almighty has blessed us with. 

28. At home writing letters, to go by the Fleet. 

29. Went to the Court House to meet the managers of the 
Lottery. Made up the tickets & put them in boxes, sealed up, 
ready for drawing. 

30. Went up to the Ct. House & began to draw between 11 & 12 
o'c. Dined about 3 o'c — a very large company, & finished draw- 
ing about 6 o'c. Everything seems to answer in a very complete 
manner, blessed be God. 

July 3. We got most of the goods landed this day out of the 
"Elizabeth," & put them into our warehouse at the landing to be 
ready on Monday for sale. 

4. Went with Mr. Waddel in our chair to the upper meeting, 
where we had two excellent sermons — many more people than I 
expected, as it was Mr. W's first since his return from the Com- 
mittee. 

5. This day was advertised for the sale of the "Elizabeth" & 
her remaining cargo. Though we gave such public notice in 
two of the Virginia Gazettes, there were but few people, & had 
not Mr. Mills & Mr. Elam from Norfolk come, I w'd have been 
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confused about setting up the vessel or goods. But they seemed 
resolved on having the vessel, & run her up very high, so that I 
was obliged to give £815 before I e'd get her; & I had most all 
the goods bought in on the owner's account. The sailors were so 
rude as to give me great uneasiness, & told me as the vessel was 
sold they were at liberty & intended to leave us. I told them 
I had bought her for the owners. But I got all settled with them 
by promising them wages from the first. 

7. Ordered my boat to carry Mr. Taylor over to Urbana. The 
boat set off with him about 6 o'c, but two hours after, the boat 
came back as the wind blowed so hard. 

12. Tobacco at a great stand — none sold. 

14. At home settling the lottery affair. 

18. Went with my wife to the upper meeting. Mr. Waddell 
preached two very agreeable sermons. When we got home we 
found one Mr. Cornell here, a gentleman that came from New 
York & lives in N. Carolina. 

19. Sent the list of numbers that came up prizes to Mr. Holt 
to get printed. 

22. A sailor here, travelling to the Nor'ward. 

25. Sunday. My wife could not go with us to the first sermon, 
as Sally was so sick, but she got to the last. We had a very full 
house & two fine sermons. 

26. A throng day of company. 

28. Our poor little Salley has been very unwell for several days 
but before I returned after dinner she was taken with fits — had a 
vast many & we do not expect her recovery. 

29. Last night sent for Mrs. Churchill here to see Sally. A 
great company here, which is rather disagreeable, as the child 
is so unwell. But these trifles we sh'd bear with more patience 
than we do. 

July 31. Our poor little child Sally very ill, so that my wife 
went to Dr. Flood for medicine & directions for her, but of no 
service, as the child is so ill. 

August 1. About 9 o'c. our dear child left us. Oh, happy 
change ! May we all be prepared for such, & may this awaken 
us to set our affections on things above ! 

2. Our dear little Sally was this evening about 5 o'c. put into 
her grave, without the Church ceremony read over her, which I 
believed seemed to some very strange. 
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8. Mr. Waddel is to preach in Westmoreland to-day. At home, 
reading & instructing my family according to my weak ability. 

12. Capt. Thorndike & another gentleman came here from 
New England in a large sloop. 

17. Several Guinea men arrived — the price still high. 

18. Betty Boatman being sick makes my affairs at home more 
troublesome. 

22. Went with my wife to the upper meeting: a great number 
of people there. Some idle person wrote something very wicked 
on the board before Mr. Waddel. I offered a pistol reward to 
find him out. 

September 8. Mr. Waddel advised Mr. Mitchell from going to 
the races at Mr. Chin's, & discouraged Col. Selden from going. 
O, what reason we have to be thankful that we have a 
minister who will watch over his flock that they may not 
go astray. 

10. Writing letters all day, as I expect the embargo will soon 
be taken off. 

12. Heard a delightful discourse from Mr. Waddel. 

Sept. 19. Mr. Waddell very much indisposed, though he gave 
us a very good sermon. 

22. Maj. Campbell brought the news that the Havana has 
surrendered to the English, & that the treasures found there 
amounted to ten millions. 

24. Went to the Ct. House Store with my wife to get clothes 
for the negroes. 

26. My dear little Betty has been unwell since Thursday : but 
to-day she seemed not very sick, so we went to meeting where 
we had an excellent sermon from Mr. Waddel, — condemned 
racing. When we got home, Betty was not as well, & soon grew 
very ill, so that we dispaired of her recovery. But blessed be the 
Great Physician, who was pleased to recover her very much, be- 
fore we went to bed. 

27. Intended to go to Richmond, but did not incline to leave 
my dear little child. 

28. Betty being better, set off on my journey about 8 o'clock. 
Got near Bichmond glebe about 4 o'clock; dined there, & got to 
my brother's about 7, where I found great confusion, my sister 
being ill, & Mrs. Churchill, her mother, not coming according to 
expectation, made great uneasiness. About 9 o'clock my sister 
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was happily delivered of a son, which gave great comfort to us 
all. 

Oct. 3. Went to the upper meeting. A little before we went 
in, Mr. Hammon & Miss Williams, coming to meeting in a chair, 
the horse was frightened & ran away with them. They both fell 
out, or jumped out, & were much hurt. We got Mr. H. blooded, 
& they both seemed to recover pretty well. The chair was 
broke all to pieces. We had a fine discourse from Mr. Waddell, 
& he left us there & went on his journey to the Presbytery, & 
from there to visit his father & mother to the Nor'ward. I trust 
the Lord will be his God, & preserve him in safety to us. 

October 4. A large fleet of ships at Urbana. 

5. Taken with a griping & a purging, but, blessed be God, not 
violent. Took a little rhubarb at night. 

6. Took 20 grains Ehu., & stayed all day in the house. 

12. Discharged Hening Hinton, & agreed with Mr. Boatman 
in his place for two years. 

22. Directing John Davis to lay the flag stone for a walk. 
Eobt. Hening's Isaac very ill with a purging; afraid he won't 
recover. 

23. Isaac died this morning. 

24. 1 was taken with an ague & then a fever; rested very little 
all night. 

26. My wife & self were blooded by Billy Boatman. 

29. The fever went off, & I fell into a great sweat, which con- 
fined me to my bed all day. 

November 3. Mr. Criswell very sick. Myself not well. 

4. Scipio returned from Naylor's Hole. The Elizabeth left 
that place Wed. morning. 

5. Barbee Davis returned from Williamsburg; got no money 
from Harrison, or on the lottery. 

10. I continue unwell ; oan't get any rest at night. 

11. Took three doses of the Bark, which seemed to disorder 
me very much. No sleep at night. 

15. I rode out to the warehouse & Bank, but I have a fever 
every night, so that I get very little rest. 

24. This day the Elizabeth sailed out of Corotoman & down 
Bappahannock, which gives me great comfort, for they were the 
most troublesome crew I ever was concerned with. This day 
they seemed to insist on another hand, but the Capt. got them 
off by promising them some rum. 
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26. I can't get rid of the slow fever. Took a dose of Bate- 
man's Drops, but it did me little service. 

28. Can't recover my health. 

29. Began to take Bark again. 

30. I find the Bark a more powerful medicine than any other 
in Intermitting Fever. 

December 8. My brother came from Urbana, with letters by 
the Nelson, Capt. Harrison, but none from Youart & Bowes, 
which I don't approve. I am afraid they will take some advan- 
tage of me if they can; so I wrote to Mr. Taylor not to let my 
interests suffer in any respect. 

9. I find Youart & Bowes are not men to be depended on; so 
I sent a list of goods to Mr. Hartley. Capt. Sergeant sailed 
from Corotoman in the morning, but came up again in the even- 
ing, as the wind was against him. 

11. Went on board Capt. Allen from Cape Ann. Bought rum, 
sugar & molasses to the value of £40. When I returned, found 
Mr. Waddel, who it gave me great comfort to see well returned. 

13. So warm that we can sit without fire. 

17. Mr. Chichester, Nancy & Molly Garlington came before 
dinner. 

18. Nancy very ill all night with a violent headache, but was 
so easy in the morning that she would go to meeting, though we 
persuaded her to stay at home, & I had sent for Col. Tayloe to 
bleed her, who came, but put it off until after sermon. In the 
evening she was blooded; about an hour after, she was taken 
with a blindness, & soon after a convulsion fit, which put us all 
into the greatest confusion. I wrote for Dr. Bobertson, as I 
imagined Dr. Flood would not come. Dr. B. was desirous of 
me sending for Dr. Flood, as the case was so dangerous, so that 
I despatched Scipio with a letter entreating his coming. My 
poor child continued having fits all night — about 25 — then she 
lay as if dying. Dr. Flood came in the morning through the 
rain, in an open chair, which was a greater favour than I ex- 
pected, as he had declined visiting patients. He very much com- 
forted us by telling us she was not dying. He ordered the blis- 
ter Dr. B. had put on her neck to be taken off. About 12 o'clock 
she was delivered of a daughter, but with very little life, so that 
it soon died. Before night she seemed much recovered. 

21. Dr. Flood left us. Dr. B. returned at night. Nancy is 
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much better, but not yet come to her senses — neither can she 
speak. 

24. Barbee returned from Williamsburg, but I did not receive 
any money from Col. Harrison. 

Xmas Day. Nancy seems to recover but slow, which makes 
our Xmas not so comfortable as we could wish, but I hope the 
Lord will give us strength to bear up under any affliction He is 
pleased to lay upon us. 

26. Nancy grows very restless, being difficult to keep her in 
bed. I wrote to Dr. Flood & desired he would visit her to- 
morrow. 

27. Dr. Flood came about 1 o'clock. Nancy very ill, after he 
came, which might be owing to his not giving her medicine, or 
to the large company that came to see her, or both. 

28. Dr. Flood let me know that Nancy is in great danger. 

30. We are comforted by Nancy appearing much better. 

31. I praise God, Nancy continues to recover. Lord, Thou 
hast this year been a kind & benevolent Father unto us, & tho' 
Thou has been pleased to afflict us in some measure, it has been 
with compassion & tenderness, when at the same time we de- 
served the severest punishment. 

(To be Continued.) 



LETTEE BOOK OF FRANCIS JERDONE. 
(Continued from page 160.) 

To Capt. William Thomson op the Polly. 

22« July, 1752. 
I have had no answer to my letter from my Father anent the house 
carpenter, which I wrote of to him. I heartily wish that he may have 
engaged one for me, that is a good tradesman, & withal 1 sober and indus- 
trious; if he has not already done it, I would take it as a particular 
kindness of you, when your business calls you to Jedburgh, that you 
would make enquiry for such a one; get him indented for four years. 
1 to pay him seven pounds sterling yearly wages & find him bed, board 
and washing & all tools; as my Father is now old & infirm, he cannot 
take so much trouble upon him. 

To Mr. Thomas Flowerdewe. 

15«i August, 1752. 
Refers to shipments of Tobacco by David Anderson and himself, by 
William Thomason and by James Grantland & Co., and Eichard & Win. 
Bulloch (of Hanover). 



